FINAL
St Patrick’s Church Parish community council (PCC) Meeting

Minutes of meeting, TUESDAY 17th may, 2011, 8.00 pm

Present:


Fr. Digby

Fr. Moses 

Adrian Tobin

Fiona Browne

Grainne Brett 

Hamilton Forrest 

Joe Riley

Linda Duncan
Lucy Knights 

Maria Ryan 

Sean O’Ceilleagh (Chair)
Guest: Pat
Apologies:

Angie Kindell

Jez Spencer
John Hempsey

Mariano Bengochea

1. Opening Prayer

The PCC meeting opened by meditating on the Gospel.
2. Minutes from April meeting and matters arising

The minutes of the April meeting were approved. 

3. Communications
Pat was a parishioner with expertise in the area of communications. He had been invited to share his expertise with the PCC. Pat advised that:

· Massive change in the way that people communicate – using i-phones, blackberries, social media and it was important for the Church to engage and be involved in the communications revolution. In 2005, there were 500m mobile phones. Today, there were estimated to be 37bilion mobile phones in use.

· There was a new generation who wanted information to hand immediately. It was essential to keep the younger generation interested in our messages using innovation and a variety of different ways of communicating.
· Communications was a complex area and requires planning, expertise and money to fund a successful campaign. A small group of people without the required expertise is less likely to be successful in engaging in the right media to deliver messages.

· Different types of media were discussed, text messages, Facebook, Twitter and other social media. No one way was the right way – but there should be lots of different ways.

· There were great stories in the Parish that could be shared. For example, sermons, trips.

The Parish Council thanked Pat for his presentation. They noted that:

· The core messages needed to be considered. It wasn’t just about what we do as a Parish but also about how we spread the Word.

· Challenges included the numbers of parishioners in St Patrick’s, limited funding and the risk that we may not benefit from our own Parish Priest in 5 or 10 years’ time.

· It was noted that the Vatican and the wider Catholic Church used the internet to communicate well. However, at a local level, the Catholic Church in Wapping was not so well represented.

· It was agreed that feedback had been received about the overpowering porch and the ‘terrible website’. 

· It was agreed that different people would benefit from communications in different ways. A website might require an initial set up cost of £300 to £400 and might be straightforward to maintain if volunteers were appropriately trained. A blog would cost less but would require regular updating.
· It was agreed that there were a variety of messages to distil and focus on.

· It was agreed that these issues should be tackled by the Communications subcommittee.

· It was not clear if there was a budget and if so how much budget could be gained from the Finance Committee. It was noted that there were considerable pressures on the budget already.

· The communications sub group should comprise Adrian, Grainne, John and Sean. 
Pat kindly agreed to be a sounding board for the Parish Communications sub group. 
Action: Communications Sub-committee to meet before the next meeting to discuss and agree a plan for moving forward.
4. Pentecost Plans and Celebrations
Pentecost was 12 June 2011 and two groups were receiving their First Holy Communion on 19 June, 26th June and 3rd July was to be a celebration for those who had received their first Holy Communion and there were also some parishioners being Confirmed.
How best should these events be celebrated?

The possibility of everyone bringing food and drink representing countries from around the world was discussed. Claire Kelly-Weekes had volunteered to co-ordinate and Adrian had agreed to set up all the required gazebos, tables etc….

Fund raising for Lourdes would also take place. Prizes such as meals at Pizza Express, the Town of Ramsgate, the Wapping Project and experiences such as a haircut, beauty therapist etc… would be offered as raffle prizes. Lucy Faye would do face painting to raise funds for World Youth Day. Alice could do portrait painting.
Father Digby confirmed that the idea of different languages was a good one – this was in keeping with the Holy Spirit giving the Apostles the ability to talk in all different languages. The essence of Pentecost was the gathering nations, gathered into one, going out and proclaiming the Message to all/

The PCC discussed the Steel Band but considered that it would be too expensive to pay for music.

Action: Lucy and Adrian would co-ordinate the list of things to be done for 12 June 2011 celebrations.

5. Lourdes Update
A large group were going to Lourdes including 27 adults (including over 12s) and 16 children (including 4 under 4s).
Travel and accommodation had been arranged independently to reduce the costs. The cost was £460.47 each which included a £40 to the Diocese for travelling independently. There was a small supplement for those staying in single accommodation.

Around £12k provision had been made at the outset. £3k remained from the budget for last year. £550 had been raised from the Sponsored Walk. The raffle discussed earlier would also provide funds. Out of the seventeen families attending, four families required financial assistance which was about £6k of support required.
It was noted that the proportion of people attending from a relatively small parish population was large. The reputation of St Patrick’s Parish bringing a large number of people on the Pilgrimage was well know.
Action: Lucy to continue to co-ordinate the Lourdes Pilgrimage.

6. Praying the Mass

Hamilton advised that four of the catechists including Maria, Grainne and Sean had agreed to undertake seminars for Praying the Mass after Sunday morning Mass.

It was suggested that the Music Ministry may be able to sing after Mass to encourage people to stay and listen to the Seminars. Parishioners could be directed there from the Tea and Coffee refreshments.

Action: Hamilton to co-ordinate the Praying the Mass seminars.
7. CatholicClimateCovenant.org

The Catholic Climate Covenant encouraged individuals and organizations to join the Covenant by taking the St. Francis Pledge. They will be asked to fulfil all five elements of the Pledge: 

· PRAY and reflect on the duty to care for God’s creation and protect the poor and vulnerable; 

· LEARN about and educate others on both the reality of climate change and its moral dimensions; 

· ASSESS your participation—as individuals and organizations—in contributing to climate change (i.e. consumption and conservation); 

· ACT to change your choices and behaviours contributing to climate change and; 

· ADVOCATE Catholic principles and priorities in climate change discussions and decisions, especially as they impact the poor and vulnerable. 

This was not something that the St Patrick’s Parish had been involved in as yet. A

Action: All to explore the meaning of the Catholic Climate Covenant and to consider how St Patrick’s might respond for discussion at the next meeting.
8. Finance Committee update.

John had been elected Chair of the Finance Committee. Unfortunately, John could not be at the PCC meeting this evening so Father Digby read out a statement from John that was circulated to the PCC.
John wanted the PCC to know that funds were moving towards deficit because of the Building Works this year. The recent Gift Aid campaign benefits would not be crystallised until June 2012. 
There were some suggestions made to increase the funds available to St Patrick’s.

Action: All to consider the Finance Committee Statement and to prepare to discuss at next meeting.

9. Building Committee update
The Building Works were ongoing and were hoped to be completed on time.

Action: All to note the progress of the Building works.

10. Conversation in Caritas
Adrian was attending the meeting on 24 May 2011 in Westminster to consider this further. Was anybody able to attend the local meeting on 19 May 2011 at Guardian Angels in Mile End?
Action: All PCC members to consider attendance at the meeting on 19 May 2011, 7:30 to 9:30 at Guardian Angels Church in Mile End to link to more local ways to give effect to the Pope’s message in a practical way.

11. Safeguarding
It was confirmed that photographs of children could not be taken without specific consent of parents and guardians. This would affect both the Pentecost celebrations as well as the Lourdes Pilgrimage.
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